
THE ARMY COURT MARTIAL.
GEN. TALCOTT'S DEFENCE.

President ahd Gmtuxix or tbi Coort : This

occasion, I doubt not, i« to you, as it is to me, full of inte¬
rest and solemnity.

If I feel sn unspeakable value of an honorable name, so

likewise do you. If [ have heretofore worn mine with an

honest pride, so has each one of you; and though it is my
fortune, and not yours, to be summoned now to defend my
fight to this priceless possession.after having borne it, un¬

questioned, up the hill of life, across the narrow table-land
which lies at its summit, and far downward in the path that
leads to the vale below.jet do 1 feel and kuow that this
contest has stirred in the breasts of my judges something of
that earnestness which fills my own. it is not enough that
8 have been sustained by the consciousness of my own recti¬
tude.that I have looked forward from the beginning with
unshaken confidence to the issue of this investigation.that
( now count upon your justice to accord to me a full and
ready acquittal of the charges laid against me. There are

wounds which it it not in the power of human justice whol-
ly to heal. Such a wound is this arraignment before my
peers, and in the face of my country, to answer to a charge
of the detestable crime of wilful and deliberate falsehood.a
crime which poisons the very spring snd fountain of com¬
mon honesty. It is this which gives to these charges their
envenomed and immedicable sting. It is to this that I shall
most earnestly address myself in these remarks; and if I
should Ml to sustain myself, not merely against the techni¬
cal specjficaUons to which I am to answer, but against all
doubt and all suspicion, then indeed will I have failed to attain
the object which at this moment I desire above all earthly
things. I am not insensible to the gravity of the other charges
preferred against me ; but you will require no word of ex¬

planation from me to make you comprehend how insignifi¬
cant they appear to me in comparison with that which not
only imputes to me a Ynilitary offence, but impeaches my
personal honor as a priva'e gentleman. It is my purpose to
examine them each, and to rely on no merely technical de¬
fence as to either. For the result of this trial it would be
'sufficient for me to show that neither of these charges has
been clearly and specifically establiahed, by irresistible proof,
beyond all reasonable doubt. Showing this, and no more, I
should be entitled to an acquittal. But I desire that this
paper, side by aide with the accusations against me, shall ex¬
hibit their complete refutation.not in form only, but in sub¬
stance and in spirit; and to this end it is necessary'that,
even at the risk of being tedious, I should review in detail
every act and every declaration which has been arrayed
against me, from the beginning to the end of the period co¬
vered by the charges and specifications. I am not uncon¬
scious that upon such a review it is possible that very differ¬
ent conclusions may be reached by different minds, though
actuaied perhaps by the same desire to discover the truth. In

^c®nJ®entary, therefore, upjn the extraordinary inferences
which have been drawn, in a high quarter, from circum¬
stances which, to say the least of them, are surely not irre¬
concilable with pure and innocent intentions, I shall be far
from imputing any malicious or unfair motive to the mind
which has colored ihem with the dark hues of infamy and
guilt. I am not now to learn for the first time that there is
a disease which sometimes, though rarely, infects the most
honorable minds, but usually by contact with baser spirits.
a mease ofjaundiced suspicion, which no sooner is commu¬

nicated to its subject than "trifles light as air" become "con¬
firmation strong as proofs firom Holy. Writ." You, sir, and
gentlemen, will approach this subject, I am sure, with no

such foregone conclusions. You will approach it, remem¬
bering that your inquiry is for the motive and intention of a

man whose life has not been spent in holes and corners, but
who has walked openly, and in the light of day, upon the
same theatre which your own footsteps have marked with
such distinguished honor.a man who, if he has in these
transactions entered the dark and tortuous path of infamv,
has, without any imaginable motive, suddenly turned his
back upon the object of his pursuit through life, and thrown
away, in the merest wantonness, a treasure for which that
life would have been too small a sacrifice.
And herp, better than elsewhere, I may invite your atten¬

tion to that which cannot be disputed, and which, at the out¬
set, pours a flood of light over the whole field of in vestigation :

I mean the totaj absence of the imputation, or fair suspicion,
of any motive for the commission of the offences which are

charged against me. I am pharged with violating the 132d
article of the ordnance regulations in approving and allowing
a contract, in relation to which not only is it not charged that
I had any interest, but upon a state of facts, as you will see

when I come to apply them to this question, utterly repug¬
nant to and irreconcilable with any such interest. I am

.charged with wilful disobedience of orders and instructions
from the Secretary of War, when upon the same state of facts
no conceivable motive can be assigned for such disobedience.
And, finally, I am charged with repeated falsehoods and false
reports, when not only the same entire absence of motive is J

apparent, but when the veriest dolt on earth must have seen

that imminent inevitable detection stood ready at his right
hand, and open shame was staring him in the face.
Am I that monstrous anomaly in human nature, so to act

as to outrage every rule and spring of human action ' Or are

you not to try me as a maw, to examinemy conduct, holding
those great rules and springs of action as applicable to me as

to yourselves ? So manifest and so impossible to be passed
over does this great gap in the case appear to me, that I can¬

not but suppose that those who framed these charges, and
who considered them wonhy of jour attention, must have
been helped across it by the unworthy suspicions of some of
those mysterious personages "not connected i?i any manner

with the Department," who, it would appear by the testimony
of the honorable Secretary, have stood ready, even during
the progress of my trial, to make suggestions to him that other
facts existed than th<*e which his vigilance bad suspected,
and that these facts were of importance to be searched for and
found. I refer particularly to the letter of Col. Huger, which
was discovered in its regular place among ihe files of the De¬
partment, upon the suggestion of "a gentleman not in any
manner connected with the DepartmentI proceed now to
an examination of the charges and specifications in detail :

Charge I. Violation of the one hundred and thirty-second
article of the regulations for the government of the Ordnance
department.

Upon this charge I remark, first, that it alleges that I have
violated an article which expressly and by its terms purports
>to regulate the conduct of officers and agents of the Ordnance
department inferior to the chief of that department, and
which, neither by its terms nor by any fair implication, lays
any injunction upon the chief of the department or prescribes
any rule for,his conduct. If this be so, it will require no ar¬

gument to show that it is not legally or logically possible that
I can be guilty of a violation of that article, upon any state of
facta whatever. A man cannot violate a law which does not

?rescribe a rule of conduct for him; for aa to him it is no law.
'he language of the article is aa follows :
" JJ0 contract for the service of the Ordnance department

shall be made by any officer or agent thereof, except by spe¬
cial authority FROM THE CHIEF OF THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT,
sanctioned by the Secretary bf War ; and all officers or agents
making contracts shall strictly observe the provisions of the
?** ®n subjeot. (See Appendix No. S ) Contracts
* / b®I*^ein ^'plicate, one pt which tha'l be Forwarded
to the Ltucfof the Ordnance department, at the date of the
contract, that it may be deposited in the office of the Second

reels'"'0 w'l''in ninety days thereafter, aa the law di-

The question is, to whom ia the command addressed r 1 he
persons to whom it is addressed are directed, before making
any contract, to obtain my special authority. Can I, then,
4>e one of those persons ? Not unless this absurd construction
be given to the article, that before making a contract I shall
take care to get my own special authority to do so. The
persons to whom, it is addressed are commanded to forward
one copy of the contract to me. Can I myself be one of
those perrons? Not unless the regulation has imposed upon
me the duty of inventing some mode by which I can "for¬
ward " one copy of the contract to myself. If, therefore, I
had made a contract, and if the making of that contract was
unauthorized and improper, surely nothing can be clearer
than that my offence, if any, is not a violation of the 132d
article, and consequently that I am not guilty of the first
charge. But, in fact and in law, I made no contract. Not
only did I make no contract in the sense and wi'hin the terms
of that article, but I made no contract in law or in fact, in any
sense whatever, general or special. Nor, indeed, does the
specification under this charge impute to me that I made a
contract; for it first distinctly charges (hit a contract was
made by Col. Huger, under the authority of my letter of the
.6th November, (et which I shall speak hereafter;) then that
I, fifteen days afterwards, being informed of this, ««did al¬
low and approve the act of the $aid Huger, " and concludes
as follows: " thihirt permitting and sanctioning a con¬
tract," &c. 80 that, the charge being that I made a con-
tract, the specification in support of it sums up all the facts
<with bthebbbt) in a totally different offence.to wit, the
subsequent approval of a contract made by another. But,in point of fact, as I shall show you, there was not either
prior authority or subsequent assent by mc.

First, as to previous authority. The specification sets out
the contract and the supposed authority. Can it be necessa¬
ry to do more than to collate these ttj^ written papers, and
aide by aide to compare them, in order to decide at once that
that order is no authority for that contract? No one can
have read them without expecting that if the making of that
contract was to be chaiged to me, some other or further au¬

thority would be proven than what is contained in that letter.
Even the Secretary of War, to whom a copy of it was commu¬
nicated in my report of the 27th of January, did not so under¬
stand it. In his testimony on that point, he says :

.. Thii onnKr (vi*. the report of the 27th January, enclos¬
ing a copy of the order of the 6th November) bkiwb nariCT-
tT SATiiriCTomT, / ceattd to thinh on the tubject until my at¬
tention was maih called tt it a thort time after, by Mr. Green

| aoai* mentionirg the mot biting mudi dI the vorht of Rich'
I mond, when it occurred to ne that possibly Colonel Huger
might be making thot under thu* prder of the tth J\~ox*i*i6er."

From Jhia testimony of the Secretary of War himself, two

thing! reiult, conclusively, vii:
t irst. That the Secretary of War v *b0, be it remember¬

ed, bad previously been informed on two distinct occasion*
by Mr. ThomasGrren that41 the Tredegar u whshad a large
contract for thot fur the War Department,

' ibat " .

large quantity of adot was making at the Tredeg *' works in
Richmond, owned by Mr. J. R. Anderson; and L^"1 . con-

aiderable quantity was piled up in the foundry yard, .ome-

where about the f^uodrj;' aod who hid hii mipicioQf i/ouwd
and his mir.d turned directly to the investigation of thia ve,7
point received from me and had an official copy of that K'l'
ter of ihe 6th November, without imagining that it could be
construed as authority for the alleged contract, or could eveu
tend to render it probable that the information he had received
had any f undation whatever, yntil some time afterwarda,

7n*^r' Green, .. it occurred to
him that rioiiut Colonel Huger might be making thot
under that order."

And, secondly, that whereas it is now charged against me
that the authority assumed in that order was usurped, in vio¬
lation ol the regulation, because not sanctioned by the Secre¬
tary of \V ar, the Secretary himself haa here testified before
you, on oath, that my report communicating to bim that I
had issued auch an order, and tranacribiog tte order word /or
word and letter for letter, wai by bim considered .*f*ui,*CT-
ir satisfactory," and that he '' ceattd to think upoii the
tubject. How could this be, if he d d not understand, as I
out, that I had the authority to issue that order* If any
sanction of his, previous or subsequent, express or implied,
were necessary, has he not here, on oath, placed it upoo your
record, in the declaration that the report communicating that
order was .« perfectly satisfactory," and that he "crated
tolhtnk on the tubject ?" Hear, also, what is said by Capt.
Majnadier, the principal aasistant of the bureau, and a wit¬
ness for the prosecution, not on his cross-examination, but
while in the hands of the learned and gallant Judge Advocate.

'' " * "Upposed, and frequently mentioned to

yen. faicott my fitm belief that Col. Huger had exceededhi*
instructiont in giving the order to Dr. Carmichael, and that
his conduct in giving that order was to mi totally inexplicab¬
le. This when be was familiar with every word in the-
order of the 6.h November ! Need more be said,or recapitu¬
lated to show that the contract, if any contract was made,
was not in pursuance of the letter of the 6th November; and
that that letter, according to its fair and natural import, was,
in the judgment of the Secretary of War himself, clearly with¬
in my official competency, and " perfectly satisfactory" to
him . The question, then, remains, Was that order the sole
authority given by me to Col. Huger > Let him answer it
himself. I put the question to him roundly and distinctly,

' Had you any further or other authority from Gen. Talcott
in reference to the procuring of shot or sheila than the order
of the 6th November, recited in the charge >" His answer i»
.imply and distinctly, " No." Not only is this testimony en¬
titled to be received as conclusive oo account of the character
and standing of the witness, his position here aa a witness
for the prosecution, and the powerful inducements, if it were
possible, for him to swerve from the truth.ail operating to
draw from him, in the strongest terms, bis own justification
for the order given by him.but there is no particle of evi¬
dence upon the record giving you the slighea ground for
depriving it of one atom of its controlling and overwhelming
weight upon this part ol the case. When I inquired of him

an unofficial letter, " Bo you want any thot or shells fur
t ort Monroe ? If so, what quantity and calibers ?".bis re¬

ply on the 5th giving me no information to enable me to cause
auch purchases to be made, aa I bad supposed might be re¬

quired.my letter of the 6th of November was written, de¬
parting in no degree from the idea which I originally enter¬
tained that purchases to a limited extent might be necessary ;
not expres>ly or impliedly authorizing or contemplating the

complete armament of the fort, or large supplies, or any thing
like it, but pjainly and clearly, in as simple words as language
afljrds, limiting his authority to procuring them from time to
time to a reasonable extent, if they could be had on favorable
terms, and by open purchase only. This my sole authority
to Col. Huger, and my sole reply to his letter, was read
and considered by the Secretary of War, under the peculiar
circumstancet already adverted to, and was regardea by him

" perfectly satisfactoby." It is not to bo imputed to
him that he did not know his duty.that he was not acquaint¬
ed with the limits of his own powers and of mine. And if
that order contained any thing more than I had the clear
right to do, it is impossible that it could have been " perfect¬
ly satisfactory ' to him, or that he should have ceased to think
upon a "subject which had been brought officially and directly
to his notice the usurpation of power, and the violation of
law, by the head of one of the bureaus of the department con¬
fided to his charge. If any thing further were needed on this
point, it is to be found in the order issued by the Secretary
nearly three months after my letter of the 6th November,
which directs that the heads of bureaus of the department
should not thereafter " make or authorize any contracts
for supplies, or fur arms and munitions of war, to be furnished,
or for services to be performed, to an amount exceeding
two thousand dollars, without previously submitting such
contracts or propositions to the Secretary of War ".an order
which was perfectly nugatory and unmeaning, unless, indeed,
such previous sanction had not been required theretofore in
procuring supplies to an amount exceeding two thousand dol¬
lars. The Secretary says that he was informed (and it is to
be presumed through the proper official channels) that it had
been the practice of the Ordnance bureau not to require such
previous sanction in ca±es exceeding two thousand dollars.
The 132d regulation itself, if by a violent construction it
can be held applicable to the chief of the bureau, does not ex-

P'ess whether the sanction is to be previous or subsequent.
If, therefore, such practice did exist, it was a practical con¬
struction of the article, tacitly approved, and was a sufficient
justification of an act done in accordance with it. To this
point, also, is the testimony of Gov. Marcy.
Nor was there any subsequent approval by me of the order

given to Doctor Carmichael. I shall have occasion presently
to review my conduct in this respect, with reference to the last
charge. At present I content myself with saying that no such
approval has been provenv On the contrary, Col. Huger,
who alone could prove it, and had every motive to do so, if it
had taken place, haa testified that I expressed my surprise at
the amount of the order he had given, when it was first made
known to me, and when, as I shall demonstrate, at the same
moment all the necessary steps were taken to make that order,
or purchase, or contract, or by whatsoever name it may be
described, as completely dead and null and void as if it had
never for one moment existed. And when afterwards he is
pressed by the Judge Advocate on this point, and his attention
called directly to the same period by the following question :

" \ou say on the cross-examination, and in answer to the
question next before the last, that you had no further authority
from Gen. Talcott in reference to the procuring ahotand shells
than the order of the 6th November. Do you mean that you
received no authority from him personally here in November.
1850 >"

'

He answers:
" Nohe whatever ; unless his approval of my lettera to

Anderson by Capt. Stone, and mine to Kemble, be consider*
ed as such, which I do hot."

There was, then, neither prior authority for nor subse¬
quent approval of the order to Carmichael set out in the speci¬
fication.

The second charge I shall dispatch in a few words. I ven¬
ture to affirm that no precedent could have been found for a

charge and specification of "wilful disobedience of orders
and instructions," in which it is not charged distinctly and
specifically that orders and instructions were in fact given,
and what those orders and instructions were. Yet such are
the charge and specification.not, indeed, from any fault of
the Judge Advocate ; for his learning and ability in such mat¬
ters would enable him to wear the gown of the barrister witU
equal ease and grace as he now wears the epaulettes of the
soldier, and the pen is as familiar to him as the sword ; but
because, in fact, no such orders or instructions were ever

given, and none have been attempted to be proven. Indeed,
the honorable Secretary his virtually abandoned and renounc¬
ed this charge upon his examination here, when he said that,
in stating at the interview with Mr. Anderson, in April last,
that " the question was whether an order of the Department
had been disobeyed," he supposed that the shot had been
msde subsequently to the regulation of the 29th January, and
that the order referred to was that order only. If he had given
an order, or any thing like an order, in reference to Doctor
Carmichsel specifically, it is not possible that his mind would
have passed over that order, with which the precise matter
waa directly connected, to refer the disobedience to a general
regulation msde long after the order of the 6th of November,
wbich had then been two months before submitted to him.
But I aver that there was nothing raid or done by the Secre¬
tary, at (he interview with Doctor Carmichael in November,
which implied, or could lead me to imagine, that he meant to
forbid the making of any purchases or ordering any supplies
from that person. The matter before him gave no occasion
for the expression of his wishes on that subject. It was a dis¬
tinct, specific application by Doctor Carmichael for a certain
specified contract in redemption of the pledge which he al¬
leged he had received. I aver that I heard nothing of any
other application, or any other pretension, by Doctor Carmi¬
chael treated of or decided by the Secretary. This decision
was, that there had b< en no recognition of the pledge, and
that he would not recognise it. I certainly so understood it,
and so referred to it, when I next met him, as he has himself
testified. Bu», in order that there might be no doubt upon
the subject, I put the question distinctly, whether aty other
application than the one specified was in fact made ; to which
he gave no other answer tban by recapitulating the arguments
and previous suggestions used by Doctor Carmichael in sup-

S»rt of his pretensions j and when asked if he had ever told
oetor Carmichael in my pretence that the Department was

»ot in want of any shot, be can only give bis impressions,
qualified with the declaration that he " would not be positive."
Is this the evidence upon which ah officer is to be convicted ol
" wilful disobedience of orders and instructions
Crabst III. I paM now to the remaining charge. Th«

tirat specification has been fully answered in what has beu

already said : so likewise has the second, except u to tbe
allegation that I knew that Dr. Carmichael was "not in «

capacity to execute the said contract otherwise than through
a sale or assignment." To this allegation it is a sufficient
anawer that no title of proof bai been offered to sustain it,
but, on tbe contrary, my conduct in refusing to recognise the
transfer retutea it. III am not deluded in my firm confidence
that I am to be tried here at least not by suspicion*, but by
proofa, it u a waste of time to aay more.
The third specification presents in a solid body tbe whole

array of falsehoods sod deceptions charged against me ; and
the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh, while they have the ap¬
pearance of reinforcing it, ere but reproductiona of the same

array, in several detachments. I shall treat them together.
There is still another of these black and hateful offmres, not
Indeed specifically laid in the charge*, but reserved for the
testimony, and performing the preparatory office of introdac-

'o you at the threshold of this transaction under a
dark cloud ot guilt.not speaking, but in silence uttering, a

lie, and by my presence maintaining the unfounded preten¬
sions of another. I allude to tbe circumstances, detailed by
the honorable Secretary, touching my introduction of Dr.
Carmi.chael to him about the end of October or beginning of
Novemler.a detail which I think you must have heard
without imagining that any human being would see more in
it than conimon courtesy and official duty combined, until the
further teethuony of the witness discioeed to you that he in¬
deed thought " lwaa strange, 'twas passing strange, 'twas
wondcrjul.' I hat it really and truly made upon hi* mind
the impression he has communicated to yru, no one can
doubt ,. but that it can similarly affect any mind not in aome
mode prepared to think the worst of me, I cannot apprehend.
That the chief of a bureau could not venture to accede to the
raqueu of a pers in whose social position itself entitled him to
it, to introdoce him to the Secretary, in order that he might
prefer a claim.against which the bureau had already decided
of record.wiihout incurring the obligation to interrupt the
conversation between lhem by flat denials of the pretension*
of tb» claiman*, at the risk of having hia own fidelity sus¬

pected, certainly never occurred to me; still lets that such
suspicion could arise when, as the Secretary himself ha*
stated, 1 held the papers, and all the papers necessary 60show
the who!* truth of the case, in my hand before him, in such
a manner as naturally to load him to ask at the proper mo¬
ment, " General, are those tbe papers ?" Nor can I suppose
it to be material whether I instantly sprang to my feet and
tendered thfr papers te> him, or whether, that question bring
answered in-tbe affirmative, he requested me to hand them
to him. Tbia conducs however, tie honorable Secretary
has again anJ'again repealed and reiterated he thought "sin¬
gular and M9*irprising^." a conduct for which he could
not account."" And being asked by * member of the Court
whether there was any thing in the circumstances authorizing
him to suppose that I woatd not have expressed my opinion
if he had not himself reached ibe same conclusion upan a pe¬
rusal of the papers, he answered not by specifying any such
circumstance, nor by expressly admitting that no such cir-
cumstance existed; but as Allows r

". TIk reason my surprise at General Talcott's silence,
when Doctor Carmicliael asserted that there Had been a writ¬
ten recognition of the contract by Mr. Crawford, was 1nareas-
ed by hi* remarhinj the jiex? dou/, or a day or two ajtermords,
that f -was right, was, that V had supposed it possible that
General Talcott might have agreed with Doctor Carmisbael
in supposing that the letter ol- Mr. Crawford amounted to a

recognition ; but when he aaicP he agreed with me that tJiere
was no-such recognition, my surprise at his silence increased,
because Idid not knowhow to aaaount for it."

From-this it would seem either that the Secretary regard¬
ed that paper as really susceptible of two constructions, or

that be was vacillating between the- two opinions,, that I was

either a knave or a fool. If I hove seemed to dwell too long
upon this point, I beg the court to-remember that,, in order to-
a just dacision upon the remaining accusations, which depend*
upon conversations between two persons, one of whom is the*
sole witness, and the other the accused, whose statement is'
no evidense, it is of the first importance that yo* should as

&r as possible enter into the mindoof the parties respectively,.j
and discover with what preoccupation* and upon what fore- 1

gone conclusions they severally spoke. Tbe question is not
what words were uttered, but with ?vha» intent and aaacing
they wet© ottered.

Wiihout enlarging upon this suggestion, I proceed now to
show what ideas occupied my own mind cm the variouv occa¬

sions referred to in these specifications ; as to which I remark,
in passing, that, ifl< have correctly noted the testimony, it falls
short by one ol tbe number of conversations alleged. It is
abundantly clear upon tbe record that from the date of my
letter to Col. Huger of the 6th of November, up to th» re¬

ceipt of the letters from Mr. Kemble, I knew nothing of the
order given to Doctor Carmicbael, nor had any reason to

imagine that any such order had been given ; that upoothe
receipt of that letter I referred it to Col. Huger, then in ]
Washington on special duty', with directions to reply to it^ as

I knew nothing of the facts to which it related ; that he then
first communicated to me what he had done upon tbe suppes-
ed authority of my order; that I " expressed my surprise"
at what he bad done ; that I alio, in reference to the offer of
the order for sale, told him that " the Secretary of War wo'jld
be incensed, and justly so, if an order for supplies should be
hawked'about in the marketthat I refused my assent to
any transfer of it that be accordingly repudiated the propos¬
ed transfer to Mr. Kemble, and tbe subsequent transfer >0
Mr. Anderson ;. all of which occurred within twenty days
from the date of the letter to Col. Huger -r and promptly afttr
I was informed Of what he had'done under it. It was now

clear that Doctor Carmiohael's representations to Col. Huger
were unfounded, and oould not be fulfilled by bim, and that
in his own bands tbe older, if it ever had validity, was null
and void. From the date of his assignment to Mr. Ander*
son certainly he had no shadow of right to claim the execu¬

tion of the order so indiscreetly given to him, even if at any
time that order constituted a contract, or imposed any binding
obligation upon the Department.. It was equally clear and
indisputable that by the express terms of the regulation No.
133, if any rights whatever had vested in him as a contractor,
they could not "be transferred to any other person or per¬
sons" under any circumstances whatever. Was there, then,..
any contract outstanding for shot for the Ordnance depart¬
ment ? Who, except Mr. Anderson, affirms that there was ?-
Does tbe prosecution assert or admit that there was ? Does
the Secretary of War assert or admit that there was * If he
does, by what right, moral or legal, does he, when made ac¬

quainted with all the facts, prevent the execution of that con¬

tract f Aa I asserted when in entire ignorance of tbe fact
that any shot had been made, or any attempt to induce Col.
Huger to recede from the position which he had taken under
my directions, so I now assert and maintain that no such
contract existed. Not only was there never any contract in
the sense of the ordnance regulation, or in any strict legal
sense, but the particular purchase attempted by Col. Huger,
in misapprehension of the terms of my authorization of the
6th of November, had fortunately entirely failed, so as to
leave no pretence whatever of any obligation upon the Gov¬
ernment to accept the performance of the order so impru¬
dently given to Doctor Carmichael. And this atate of things,
be it remembered, was brought to my knowledge simultane¬
ously with the first information of the fact that Colonel
Huger had given that order. Am I wrong in these conclu¬
sions, or either of them ' You have before you, in the shape
of testimony as to the usage of the Department, tbe inciden¬
tal expression of the opinion of one of the most distinguished
jurists in the country, the Hon. John C. Spencer. When
speaking of the usage, he says :

" Orders for articles, such as cannon and shot, were,accord¬
ing tc/my belief, given long ahead of their manufacture, at

specified prices, and these were never regarded aa contracts,
because a contract implies an obligation on each side, the one
to furnish, and the other to pay. But an order for articles,
at axpecified price, received by a party, creates no obligation
on his part to turnish the articles. Nor, indeed, does it create
an tbligation on the parly giving the order ; for there is no con-

aideration for it, and it is revocable at any time."
This is not tbe tribunal or the occasion to enlarge upon this

point, nor is it necessary to do more than refer to it in
passing. Certainly there can be no two opinions upon tbn
point that an order to Doctor Carmichael, given with the dis¬
tinct agreement that it shonld be executed at a certain foun¬
dry, and under a specified superintendence, (the freight from
that certain foundry being calculated and turned into the
price,) could not be binding in morals or in law when trans¬
ferred to another person, to be executed at another foundry,
and under different superintendence ; above all, when,, as ap¬
pears in the case from the statement of Captain Stone, who,
at the request of Col. Huger, arranged tbe details with Dr.
Carmichael, his particular attention was at that very time
called to shot or shells received from the very foundry to wbich
tbe order was afterwards arsigned, and the fact that they were

not fabricated satisfactorily remarked upon by Captain Stone.
This last feet, though unknown to me at the time, is mate¬
rial as to the fundamental assumption which lies at the bot¬
tom of all these specifications, viz. that there was, in truth,
an outstanding contract, the existence of wbicb I knew and
denied. Nor can it be questioned that if Colonel Huger's or¬

der in the first instance constituted a contract, neither the pro¬
prietor of the Tredegar works nor any other person could ac¬

quire any rights whatsoever by a transfer or assignment of it,
by whatsoever contrivance or indirection the form or an as¬

signment might be suppressed or evaded. Col. Huger, in his
written deposition before the Secretary of War, here given in
evidence by the prosecution, atates this point clearly and cor¬

rectly : " Witness directed Captain Stone to return the power
of attorney to Mr. Anderson, and inform him that he con¬
sidered the power of attorney as in substance an assignment
of the order, and that Mr. Carmichael had no right to make
such a transfer, and that he (witness) would not recognise
it." An attempt haa been made to ahow apparently that such
evasion is countenanced and admitted at the treasury. Upon
this I have no further commentary to make than to aay, that,
if such is the nracticr, it is in violation of the law in letter
and spirit, anu is a Strang* commentary upon the gravamen
of one of these specifications, which alleges as a disgraceful
offence that the public service was "exposed to the discredit
arising from the ssle of a public contract".an offence which
it would then seem the Government encourages and protects.
This, then, was the state of things, as made known to me in
the month of NovemVer, simultaneously with my fust infex-

nation of Col. Huger's own construction of the lerrttl ». *
letter. His order bail become, to ail interns and purpost

^ailect th« Department, a mere deed letter. I bad no reMO-
10 believe or imsgin* lhat any thing could be done, or would
be attempted, under it. Being entirely aan>fied that CoLme
Hoger bad acted, he ha* alwaya done, with the purest and
beat intentions, and with a view to the public seivice, accord¬
ing to hia judgment, and ibat hia mere error of judgment ]
bad resulted and could result in no iniury to the Government,
it required anew quality to be infused into my nature before I
could for a moment think of ^etuttously involving him in

any difficulty. Not only had I no reaaon to suppose that anySi t«l bL don. under lb. O'der, »». .» »..
M the end of December I bad tb* i»°a» satwtaclory positive
evidence that nothing bad been dona- I refer lo tbs corre-

rpondence betwien Mr. Anderson and Capt. Mayn ,

which Mr. Anderaon complain, that Col- "° *

low him to execute the order, inquiring I. Col. Huge ti y
personal objection to him, (Anderaon,) arrd -tatea tbe arcum-
stances and reaaona which he supposed ina^e such refu n

equitable. It muat have been ahortly after lh»*--CCT',"D-v.
fore I had any reason to btlleve that the condition of g
had at all changed.that the Secretary made hi* !!*'
of me. In hia testimony he does not stat.2 explicit y a

that inquiry was, or in what language it wse express* ,

though tbSs is material in order to understand tl\e answer, an

ascertain whether it was true and to tbe point, u
be inferred from whet be say*, via. that he ha»I bean i

formed that tke Tredegar uvrka had a large contrac Jo
shotfor the War Department," that be sent for me and in
formed me of it; that I laid, "it was a mistakes trxii no

contract existed for shot; and that none uo3 ruakm# at
Richmond for the Department." I behtve I havefprecise words. Not haviig access to the record, I take tFrom tbe notes of counsel. In hit written statem *nt of tbe
1st of May, addressed to me also in evidence, he utates my
answer simply thus > " Yo* told me it w» an error; i&at no
auch contract existed." Whether upon thie occasion, o* upon
any of the subsequent occasions, f used language r ln»
that in point of fact there were no ahot mskiag #t'be 1
car works, no abot piled in tbs foundry, or shipped fheD^&, Monroe, .n« b, .. .11 -...ml; «» «* *,!».««
c0«Id only have been utwred, and could only have-b nJEU tb«
shipped under a sontract *4th or by authority of tl»Wnanw
department. It:« not to be imagined that the ***£7ofv/al could possibfy have understood me as pere«ptonly
__ina here in Washington,'the existence of fac» alleged to

be in Richmond. All that 3 coulddenyy and all that»» was

reasonable in him lo inquire of tat was, thai no such a

exist#! f>y o* under the authority of tbe Ordfnanae depart-
ment. To have undertaken » go fcrthet than
dtively to contradict' physical facts alleged to be
more than one hundred miles beyond my ran.g »

would have been to offend his cammon sense,. an d ^bave re

nouncel'my own. So the Secretary himself m mifeslly un¬

derstood R, for, upon Mr. Thonrn Green's seeuod «PJ>rtbim, he renews the investigation in writln»' ®*
u;. ^ooLvears, though I had no intimation at the time that his p^poee

wm other^ban a general one, o*d tbe =orr»£ *.» be¬
tween theDepartment a»d the Bareau, aompnseJ in the mx
napera on your record of date, from the 21st 10 ti e 27th of
January, including a copy of the o.^er to Col. Hoy r, speaks
for itself: and shows that the inquiry was simply a. to exist

inC contracts and charges upon the ordnance approjIt cannot escape your notice, as it ha-r-painfull y'
itself udod my own, that Ibe course pursued ay the * ecretary
upon thisseoond occasion indicates too clearly that £r« m some

source or other his mind had been e» abused as to «7 char¬
acter that he tbeaght it neceMary to approach me wi* ^ genSSTJSr to get at the truth. But I cunnot abandon
the e-pectatien that, upon a review of the wliole case, he too
will sm that he has unintentionally done me the greaffl «st in-

U Yoilhave bow the key to all the specifiers imj. uting
falsehood to me. In the nnnd of the Secretary w« onehint- in mine another. If, in these repeated arra.gim tents
of me, I manifested, as he has said, some ,m?.at.«ic* and
beat it was btcause I understood him to be again and ai ,a
rene'win*an i^uiry which I had already fully and *u!y an-

jwered and in regard to which no single new fict, or re« -on!TS've a fact, had come to my knowledge from the 4 ae
of my first answer to the date ot my declaration thai tbi r

was not x word of truth in Mr. Green's letter. Down to t he
date of ray interview with Mr. Andersory who happened toSTin Washington when that letter
never imagined that any act or word of Ool. Hagur haa n
an7 degree varied the conditio* of things m INovember, U
wit Dr. Carmaehael himself failing to wmply ^i h wd
finally renouncing and consigning to other hind*'^orovident order which had been given, and that .rans»r re

pudiated and finally rejected, and no
. contract asriating. Nor do 1 mean to say th-tv/hot bau
occusred, and was unknown to me, did in feet
dition ot things. It is not pretended that. I kne^ aay ot
those facU. Tbe only circumstance whicb appear* obi
been relied on as bearing upon this point I?, that Csp^t. Mo.
decar mentioned to me casually that Col. hftger had reques-
ed him to cond to Mt. Anderson a cou^ of gaufl ea, and
said he supposed there was no objection to sending.Ih em. v to
which I answered,. M ' ^ppwe not. Bath(b iwlf h
testified that there was nothing either in tol Hug
auest or what he said to me inconsistent with tbe id ea that

»h«t h* helieved at the time that such was tbe object I hadno^nKlisve, and did not believe :h.i "^j-n^re-ttiwHTto tbe eieculio. of .to orjer. .to U.D.te.-r-*.^
Jz.^S55SSS3'¦nd i»«o o»»s» """.
K i i, M be anilabt. fort "ISS^U AInTs^ of W.rthi. objwt o J, . might not b« ooking .hot under

s.t.,to.i«y^zrsi'jusr»,xzz

l. _Kirh th» Tredegar works, with my Jinowicegfl ¦«*»*

w«e enwlfd in making a large quantity of shot forthorny, were^eng g
^ gUflaiag me in this jpon his-lastthe Departmen.. H J

t question presmting.
th.t TOW Qf- tbo m.tt0. ° '

it (or ,,J ,h.t tte .bo.

tfiriss ^assertion that be convey
|ubgtaDtia, #|jd on!, object of hiamy attention upon i

, . ,rniv i anneal to this' rjoordtaioqoirj' Tb«
establish before the world. y

mU8t beliave that,and you must pos. tvd stulufy mj- *''^^^d on me-in an ewl hour a double c y
on 10te||ec^ Notthe loss of common honesty «d comm
#^ j

haw ntte'red falsehood while truth stood over me. soourge wT ri lknow that Mr. /utdenon^relying on acta^hapd. Could I k
engaged in executing,an orderwd lettereof CoL H^g ,

anJ daiming the rightaofdrawing *r. l^d ^et deem that hia mouth was to be closed. oontracwr, and yet
^ he 8tilW by my s.mpleand-his poweiful mot

? Can you impute to medamal ,ucf pi0t as this 1 Must not. a.fool beveiT/S?» devil that will not down "-in*ere.v-tbe in-.ocii
ntmrtof whose infeiiment n well m pwfiijMrat of « tootrac o

fl) ,el| wj,h which I

ESS^^rgfrom these to s py
one towards hian ot>ehw money, a

t ^y the WoW #0 ,ure t0 follow > And yet1 word or sign from me to him, oirfrom him to me, eve»pjLd oo tbe subject, until he answerednfTnril when directed to report on Mr. Thoe. Green slet
for although warned that nothing wouM be yahd with-

.
i i. mtt.in ha annroach to nn« bul Joobliiii'QUVDaTfCf ffTinted that m no fair coailiuction of my letter^b, me could rotify Uto older

01JWSSS- gentlemen, I b... p«b.p.
iKinaa worthv of comment; but this paper is already

length.
1 B"«w?ng my"«d^tT^from°the knmilmlinguSaKta. pl«.d, I »noot but et.U bel.e.e tb.t «
| b... lelten into «nj. error, it ie one «btcb .piong from »

ST-V" "1" r,"MSed mc*e-if tbis were a conteat in which either the 'listing P
.,'!Z« .».elf mail fall, I ahonld not doubt^bat JOU«old.timinister e»en.b«lded juetice without rfaP® hjw^beenBo? tbia ia no awh c«e. Now th.t all tbe '.«« >»" 1

thoroughly M»tt«n«l, 1 think th.t you .re *tta«ed1 ttot aoS?«Jn/.en. rn.de b, me -« un ...

more than the truth justified, it was simply
apprehension on one side or the other.

,A#nrnPto you, sir, and gentlemen of the Court, I beg to return

my thanks for your patient attention during t e i »[ha Judge Advoca.; my acknowledgments of Ae courts^
.id endor with which he h.a

Bt. Brig. Gen. and Colontl Ordnanoo.
J. M. Cahlisls, Counsel.

George Long, the negro boy, about.'°Lafhewho some weeks ago murdered a c»jdd at Bal j|n.me of John Rumpf. h.. h^ hi. - -i.l m th.t "
fouod guilty of murder in the first Jegree- In rewrt gWdiei hiw^«, tk. Jnqr «.t,dtb.t tt -¦ 'to..d~.~ to

accompany ibe verdict with a r.nanimous '«ommer.datuui o

I the Governor to commute the punishment of the pr
imprisonment in the Peniten tiary for life.

I WASHINGTON.
.'.liberty and Union, now and forever, one and

Inseparable."

SATURDAY. JULY 12, 1851.

FOURTH OF JULY TOASTS.

Toasts on the Rational Anniversary used to be
considered as evidence of public sentiment on Na¬
tional affairs, and, whalever party complexion was

given to them, were always in the main patriotic.
Every where through the United States, with the
exception, we believe, of the State which has un¬

dertaken (figuratively speaking) to eclipse the
Union, the Toasts at the late Anniversary exhibit a

predominant attachment to the Union and the Gov¬
ernment of the United States. We were particu*
larly strnek, on looking over the account of the
celebration of the Anniversary at Winchester, by
the fact, that oot of about forty volunteer toasts

given on the occasion.there were no regular
toasts.a majority of the whole were in direct allu¬
sion to the Union, expressive of its value, and in¬
voking its perpetuity.
We quote two or three as indicative of the gen¬

eral sentiment:
By J. H. Sherrard.The Union of th<* State*: It* «« beat

security . faithful ebservaoie of the" Rights of the States
and "guarantees of the Constitution."
By William B. Bollis.Oar Country : Long may it tri¬

umph over Hs oppressor*, and may the wreath of indepen
dence continue to bind our hearts mors closely to the Union.
By Henry G. Von Riesen.Our Glorious Republic ; Unit-

eJ we stand, divided we fall. Ne North, no 8outh, no Cast,
no West. The Union forever.

A most revolting contrast to theseproofs ofg«nu-
ine patriotic sentiment is exhibited in a paper now
befoe us, (the Columbia Telegraph of the 7th inst.)
in an account of a Celebration at Rossville, in Ches¬
ter district, Sooth Carolina, at which, after a Dis»
union Address of nearly two hours from the Hon.
R. B. Rhett, thirteen regular toasts were drunk*
every one of which inculcated sentiments of mortal
enmity to the Union. Take the three first of them
as a sample :

The 4th of July : We meet cot to reji'ree in the possession
of liberty and equality, but to revive the rpirit of . glorious
ancestry, and reconstruct the edifice of constitutional liberty.
The Union : The North values it for power and plunder.

The South is the victim.
The Institution of 8lavery, the conservative feature of Re¬

publican Government : History furnishes no instance of a

lasting republic where it did not exist.
The numerous Volunteer Toasts excelled in viru¬

lence even the Regulars. We select a few of them,
by which the whole may be judged :

By Major T. Stark, President of the day.The Revolution
of '76 : It began with blow*, and brought co-operation. Couth
Carolina values the example, and is preparing to strike for
Southern deliverance.
By A. H. Gladden, Intendant of the Town-~The pnliti-

cians of South Carolina : The crisis is at hand. Eternal in¬
famy to all who shrink from it.
By James A. Black : A Republio of the South if possible;

if not, the Republic of South Carolina.
By Lt. Col. William Wallace.The integrity of South

Carolina : Miy our State speedily take such action as will
drive from her forts a foreign foe, and from her soil those
" best citizens " who would fly their country at the approach of
danger.
By Gen. J. W. Cantey.South Carolina: Separate ac¬

tion, if co-operation cannot be obtained. Quitman or Da7is
the first Resident of the Southern Confederacy.
By Al 8. Johnston.South Carolina : For sevsntv-ffre

years, under the flag of the Union, she has been winning
liberty and land, glory and ijold, to be plundered from her by
her faithless partners. When she next calls upon her sons to
shed tl leir blood, may it be for her own benefit, under ihe
banner of the Southern Confederacy.
Wc- understand that Senor Don Felipe Molina,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Costa Rica, yesterday presented
to the- Secretary of State his credentials, and was

received as Charge d'Affaires of the Republio of
Gaatei nala.

An ineffectual effort was made in the Virginia
Convention on Wednesday to reconsider the vote
af the 5 list May, by which the compromise basis of
represe ntation was adopted. The reconsideration
wza ref used by a majority of three votes.yeas-59,
nays 65). The subject gave rise to considerable
liscuss: ion, during which a motion was submitted
for an adjournment of three or four months* to
ifBord the people an opportunity to express their
jpiaion upon the subject. This proposition foiled.
Fhe C onvention has now under consideration the
tubjecli of taxation.

The Albany Argus argues that the Whig party
it the I Vorth are all Abolitionists, because the Whigs
n the Legislature of Connecticut voted for the
a-«lec tion of Mr. Baldwin, who did not support
he co mpromise measures. Will the Argu3 admit,
)n th e same principle, that the Democrats at the-
Vortl i are all. Abolitionists because the Deaiocratio
mem bers of the Massachusetts Legislature elected
Mr. Summer to the United States Senate ? The
latte r inference would certainly be more rational
khan the former. Mr. Baldwin, at least, is no

Ab< diiionist.no enemy to the institutions of'the
Constitution.
A contemporary remarks upon our having desig¬

ns ted the late National Anniversary as the " Seven*
ty -Fourth*" This was an error, accidental of
course. The Anniversary was tho " Seventy-
fifth.""
' Mr. Wbbster sent the following toest to Spring-
field^ to be read at the celebration of the Fourth of
July there: *

"TiieUwio* ! God ia his mercy grant Aat no apocalyptic
writer may. see the Commonwealth of Massachusetts fall from
that Firmament!"

A Sign from Vermont..The Whigsfef Wind*
ham county met in convention atFayetteville, July
Lst, 1851, and passed resolutions declaring that
they regard the measures of adjustment as " an

amicable, and in principle and* substance a foal,
settlement of the whole matter."
The Democratic . Convention for the Eastern

district of Texas.that recently represented by
Mr. Kavtman.have nominated Richard Scurry
for Representative in Congress. There are three
other Democratic candidates in the field in the
same district.
The Hon. A. H. Chaptell has been nominated

by a Convention as the Union candidate for Con¬
gress in the third district of Georgia, lately repre¬
sented by the Hon. Allen F. Owen,(Whig,) now

Consul at Havana.
Hon. Elisha H. Allen, United States Consul

at the Sandwich Islands, arrtved at Boston a few
days since. He will return to the islands in a few
weeks.

Col. G. W. Hockut died at the residence of Col.
Kinney, at Corpus Christi, on the 9th ultimo. Col. Hock-
lit was one of the most distinguished soldiers in the revolu¬
tionary army of Texas, and served with great credit in the
battle of 8aa Jacinto. He was also Secretary of War during
the administration of Gen. Hocrrow. His death vill he de¬

plored throughout th« Stale, Trjfas paper.

THE CANVASS Of OHld.
The Whios of the great S;ate of Ohio have, a*

lar as we can see, been singularly fortunate in the
selection of their candidates to be placed before the
People for the higher offices in the State Cfcvern-
.raent. For the office of Governor, especiaily,<heif
candidate is a man of large experience and strong1
intelligence, and equally without fear and withsuf
reproach. One might search the United Stat®*
t ,u- and not find his superior in all tht*
qualities of a good citizen and of a wise and up-'
right legislator. It has made us happy to discover,
in this selection, proof that the Whigs of Ohio un¬
derstand the true interests of their State and of the >

Union, and mean to sustain them.
In the Zanesville Courier of the 5tfi instant we-'

find the followi ng remarks upon the subject, to every
'

word of whick vre cordially assent;
" Mr. Vistos \»nomination was ensMcited and uneipecte^.

by himself. Retiriaf of choke froman arduous cours* of
public duty, which bed much impaired hi* health, hi» par-^
pose and his wish had been to remain in private life» bU', tn4
the present position of lite affairs of the 8»ate, he has r.oi fe!<
it bis duty to disobey th* public voice Unit a*ks the aesrstsnc*^
of hii eiperience in lacnchin§ the ship of State open th»,j
untried waters where will be her ftture pathway. We honors
Mr. Viayo* for this sacrjAce of prrvete~ predilection lt> tbe%>
public gpood. Eohgy of aach a mm it edpe-fluoti*. Hi* »

past Ufa furnishes abundant material for the highest praise, \\
and if the people of Ohio consult their ewn interest they wilL t

make him ike next Governor of the State."
The canvass opened in ZanesviMe on the 4th in- *

stent by a gaihering of the Whigs of ftat place and the». .

vicinity as soen as the nominaation was made knowrtj'
'. them, and their calling- ®potr Mr.,Vinto*, who-
happened to be on a visit at a. relative's in Putnam -T
on which occasion he was introduced- to the ae~

semblage by Gen. Qwddarov who;'in so doing,-«
happHy alibded in- general ter»*«tb ^'character a* '

a statesman, and with suitable emphasis directed
attention to one or two« particular "actions during
his long Cosgressional cafeer vrtiiclj jjsd been pro- !
ductive of more than ordinary benefit.u> the coun- ¦

try at large. Mr. Vintoh's rejity wes- brief, the -

first part of ii being confmed to cjoestions-of State .

concern, the merits »f tlie newly-*dopted»Constitu¬
tion, <fcc. His closing observations* however, re-

ferred to the relations of the States to eaeh other -

and to the Union ; and, conning frptri so eminent a

citizen, must command univsreal attention
" You hare," said he, "done me the honor to advert in

very complimentary and gratilying;krma toaapeech delivered
by me in thoHouse of Repreeentatlvrs on tire bill to admit the
Staies of Iewa and Florida into the Union. Thai speech
was delivered at a period of pebhe imwjuilli'T, amf before the
feelings and passions of the puWic bad been eici»ed anJrouied
by the agitation of the question of the annexation of Texts,
and the other great, disturbrni, and' unhappy- controversies
that have sines- flowed from- that msaeure as-their common
and jvimary source. I had been led :» r« flact what influence '

the great Valley of the Mississippi,, in which we dwell, was

destined to have on the stability of the-Union. My own re¬

flections conducted m» to the conclusion that the sure and
abiding, conservative power of the-Union was to be found in that
great heart of the- country whiofa lies between the Alleghany
and Rocky mountains ; that for-its oun self-preservation it
must ever hold in check the crntrifuptl tenJencies »f the
extremes, both on the Atlantic and Pbtifie, andespecially
on the former ocean.- that NaMxe, as a duty of overruling
necessity to ourselves, had mad* us the guardians of the in¬
tegrity of the Union. And, however the political elements
have since been agitated and dihtiirbed, I still'adhere with
abiding faith to every opinion theiauttereirby me. Bot enough
has since transpired 1o satisfy all cool and reflecting me»tha»,
in the performance of the high doty an«£tlesiiny of guarding
the integrity of the Union, u-h te- use nust exact from all
others afaithful observance of thjt requirementsof the Con¬
stitution, ice must ourselves be equally ready and wilting'to 1

respecfall the rights thai are secured to them by that instru- ;
ment. It is owlt-bt< the obbbbtancsot this una*, ojr

ALL S2L/S8 AND IN ALL ?AHTS OS- THE C»OJfTI>r, THAT V[

CAW BOPX TO GET OX AWO PBrSEIlVE m KATIOITM IX-

ISTEWCE."
California .wo the Cckprom;be..Among the

resolutions passed by the Whig Slate Convention
of California, reoently hoki at Oan Pranciseo, is
the following:
" Resolved, That the recent compromise mea-

1 sures adopted by. Congress receive our oordi^L
. approbation, and in defeaoe of the Constitution
' and the Union we will ever be found faithful and
.true."
The Overflow of the MissEsnm..The St.

Louis Intelligenoer of the 2d instant says-that for
more than three weeks the levee, in that oity has
been entirely submerged, and all the stores on Front.
street filled with water to the depth of several feet. .

Businsss has been in a great measure suspended,,
and great damage has been done to the growing
crops. For hundreds of? miles along the Missis¬
sippi,. Missouri* and their, tributaries,, the bottom,
lands- have been submerged for weeks, and the
growing cr(^3.1ias been entirely destroyed, so late '

.

in the season as- to preclude the possibility of re-

planting. Many housas have ieen washed away*.'
fenoing to an immense amount ha* been destroyed,.
and. a vast quantity off Live stoak has- perished in
the-flood.
The Extra Session of the ^eoim^ure of the "

State of Yorjc was brotigh* to a close on. \
Thursday. The aot providing (or th» enlargement *

cf the Lr\« Canal, the principal measure of the .

session, paesed the House of Assembly on Wednee-..f
dey by the decisive vote of yeas St to nays 38. U
had previously passed the Senate by even a larger y
proportionate majority, and: has become a lew; the4?
most important sot of legislatioa by any State with.{
in our memory* excepting- perhaps the JitU canaij
law passed by the Legislature of the seme State.

THE LATE GEN. JAMES MILLER.
Th» death of G*n. Mm** is announced as having occto r-

red io Temple (ri. H.) on Monday evening, the 7th instau t.
The immediate occasion o^ his death was a stroke of par i-

lysis, which be received oa the <»th of July. Gen. Nitv sa

was seventy-ei.x yeats of age at the time of hia death. Jf®
wa* born in Feterboro', (N. H.) and wee bred to the prC es-

sioa of the law. In 1810 he entered the United Stales an ny,
and served with distinction throughout the last war with.
Great Britain. He rose rapidly from the nu>k of captain to*
that of m*}or general. He was present at Tippecanoe, un-«

*

der Gen. Hahbi**k, but was prevented by sickness from
taking part in the battle. He rendered eminent services in
the battles of Chippeway, Bridgewater, snd Lund>'s Lane,
making himself conspicuous by bis courageous and intrepid
spirit. It was at the last named battle that be is said to hav 4

Uttered the world-renowned declaration, "I'll try, sir," v»h> Jn

asked if he could storm an important and nearly impregne
position of the enemy. Gen. Mum was subsequently
pointed Governor o( Arkansas. For a long aeriea of years
he held the post of collector of the port of Salem, wb ic|j he

resigned in 1849. He has since been a resident of hi a native
8tate of New Hampshire..Salem Freeman.

The Ico*o<mArHic EwcrCLor.BDiA..We ar knowledge
the 21st number or part of the aplendid Encyclopedic work
now going through the press of Mr. Rudolph f Jabbi«>ck of
New York. Four more numbers will com'^|*(9 ,he work
w'oich will be illustrated by 500 steel engravi- jg, |nt^e bigheet
style of the art.


